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Hello Sojourners! 
 
Our sermon this past week from Pastor Andy recalled the Pentecost event in Acts chapter 2. This 
event marked the beginning of the Church, and signaled that God would be working in a new way, 
through His indwelling Holy Spirit. Jesus’ instruction to His disciples was to wait for the promise of the 
Father; “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you.” Had they not waited, but 
launched out on their own, I am convinced their ministry would have ended in failure. Likewise, it 
behooves us to enter into ministry only when we are empowered by the Holy Spirit. Below is an article 
that describe what that means. 
 

Bill 
 

What is the power of the Holy Spirit? 
 
The power of the Holy Spirit is the power of God. The Spirit, the third Person of the Trinity, has 
appeared throughout Scripture as a Being through and by whom great works of power are made 
manifest. His power was first seen in the act of creation, for it was by His power the world came into 
being (Genesis 1:1–2; Job 26:13). The Holy Spirit also empowered men in the Old Testament to bring 
about God’s will: “So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, 
and from that day on the Spirit of the Lord came upon David in power” (1 Samuel 16:13; see 
also Exodus 31:2–5; Numbers 27:18). Although the Spirit did not permanently indwell God’s people in 
the Old Testament, He worked through them and gave them power to achieve things they would not 
have been able to accomplish on their own. All of Samson’s feats of strength are directly attributed to 
the Spirit coming upon him (Judges 14:6, 19; 15:14). 
 
Jesus promised the Spirit as a permanent guide, teacher, seal of salvation, and comforter for 
believers (John 14:16-18). He also promised that the Holy Spirit’s power would help His followers to 
spread the message of the gospel around the world: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). The salvation of souls is a supernatural work only made possible by the 
Holy Spirit’s power at work in the world. 
 
When the Holy Spirit descended upon believers at Pentecost, it was not a quiet event, but a powerful 
one. “When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a sound like 
the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 
They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. All of 
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them” 
(Acts 2:1–4). Immediately afterward, the disciples spoke to the crowds gathered in Jerusalem for 
the Feast of Pentecost. These people hailed from a variety of nations and therefore spoke many 
different languages. Imagine their surprise and wonder when the disciples spoke to them in their own 
tongues (verses 5–12)! Clearly, this was not something the disciples could have accomplished on their 
own without many months—or even years—of study. The Holy Spirit’s power was made manifest to a 
great number of people that day, resulting in the conversion of about 3,000 (verse 41). 
 
During His earthly ministry, Jesus was filled with the Holy Spirit (Luke 4:1), led by the Spirit (Luke 4:14), 
and empowered by the Spirit to perform miracles (Matthew 12:28). After Jesus had ascended to 
heaven, the Spirit equipped the apostles to perform miracles, too (2 Corinthians 2:12; Acts 2:43; 3:1–
7; 9:39–41). The power of the Holy Spirit was manifest among all the believers of the early church 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Gen%201.1%E2%80%932
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Job%2026.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Sam%2016.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod%2031.2%E2%80%935
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Num%2027.18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Judg%2014.6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Judges%2014.19
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Judges%2015.14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2014.16-18
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%201.8
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%202.1%E2%80%934
https://www.gotquestions.org/Feast-of-Weeks.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%204.1
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%204.14
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2012.28
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Cor%202.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%202.43
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%203.1%E2%80%937
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%203.1%E2%80%937
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%209.39%E2%80%9341


A Special Note from Bill Cleveland, Sojourners Group Leader 
 

2 | P a g e  Created Sunday, June 7, 2020 

through the dispensation of spiritual gifts such as speaking in tongues, prophesying, teaching, 
wisdom, and more. 
 
All those who put their faith in Jesus Christ are immediately and permanently indwelt by the Holy 
Spirit (Romans 8:11). And, although some of the spiritual gifts have ceased (e.g., speaking in tongues 
and prophecy), the Holy Spirit still works in and through believers to accomplish His will. His power 
leads us, convicts us, teaches us, and equips us to do His work and spread the gospel. The Holy 
Spirit’s powerful indwelling is an amazing gift we should never take lightly. 
 
Source: https://www.gotquestions.org/ 
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